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We had a 
s u c c e s s f u l 
L o u i s i a n a 
D e n t a l 
Association’s 
House of 
D e l e g a t e s 
m e e t i n g 
and Annual 

Session on March 23, 2024! We 
welcome new delegates, Dr. Katie 
Dols, Dr. Mark Wightman, and 
Dr. Courtney Wightman for this 
year’s meeting in Baton Rouge, 
LA. Big congratulations to our 
district members, Dr. Jeffry 
Leeson on receiving the LDA’s 
Distinguished Service Award and 

Dr. Maria Burmaster on receiving 
the Humanitarian Award during the 
meeting. 

It’s Lobbying Day for dentist 
at the National and State level in 
April! Thanks to the LDA and 
our constituents that represented 
dentists at the 7th annual ADA 
Dentist and Student Lobby Day 
on April 7-9, 2024. We had 12 
dental student representatives 
from the LSU School of 
Dentistry joining to advocate 
for our patients, professions, and 
practices. Our LDA’s Dentists 
Day at the Legislature is April 
24, 2024! NODA appreciates 
all the support at the legislative 
meeting at the State capitol in 
Baton Rouge, LA! 

In the month of May, we will 

have our annual crawfish party 
at The Kamp on May 10, 2024 
from 4:30pm - 7:30pm.  Please 
don’t forget to register for this 
amazing event and bring your 
dental team members for a great 
outdoor gathering. Thanks to 
our sponsors for supporting this 
event! 

Lastly, ADA’s SmileCon® 
will be held October 17-19, 2024 
at the Ernest N. Morial Convention 
Center and registration is starting 
on May 8. Please make sure to 
register! We are looking for hosts 
for speakers and hospitality 
for any members interested in 
volunteering and representing 
our local component at the 
ADA’s SmileCon®! Please contact 
our NODA for more information. 

President’s Message
by Linda T. Cao, D.D.S. – NODA President
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Dear NODA membership, 
 
It is with pleasure that I serve you as NODA President for the coming year. We have a lot left to do, but we 
also have a lot to be proud of. Being a part of the ADA, LDA, NODA Tripartite is in my opinion, the most 
important thing we carry forward as a legacy to those who come after us.  
 
The word “tripartite” means “composed of three parts.” The three parts of ADA membership—through your 
component (local) dental society, constituent (state and district or territory) dental society, and American 
Dental Association—complement each other. Each level offers valuable benefits and resources to members. 
 
So many of the benefits of our NODA membership come from being in the family of our guiding mothership, 
the ADA. Examples of benefits that the ADA passes on to us are: 
 

• Free Online Continuing Education, Over 120 Courses Available 24/7 
• $50,000 Professional Liability Insurance 
• $2,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment Insurance 
• Identity Theft Protection 
• Fellowship and Mastership Programs 
• Subscription to The Dental Assistant Journal 
• Monthly ADAA Update E-Newsletter 
• Membership in State and Local Chapters 
• Opportunities for Leadership Positions 
• Opportunities to be a Published Author 
• Member Search 
• Tech Gear Discount Club 
• Telehealth-Dental-Vision Savings Plans 
• Short Term Medical - National General 
• Dental PPO Plan – National General  
• Vision Savings Pass (VSP) – National General  
• Office Depot/OfficeMax Member Discounts 
• International Travel Medical Insurance 
• RxSavings Plus Discount Card 
• Hearing Aid Discounts 
• Exclusive Worldwide Travel Discount Program 
• Orlando Discounts 
• Hotel Discounts 
• Car Rental Discounts 

 
Again, it’s a pleasure and an honor to represent you in the coming year and I ask that each of you take part in 
moving our Association forward. Thanks once again, and best wishes for a wonderful 2024! 
 

…Where students, faculty and 
administration can submit a 
photo, news, and/or announce-
ments relating to organized  
dentistry and charity events 
at LSUSD! Please sub-
mit your entry to both  
kmsperio@gmail.com and info@
nodental.org. 

Send your school news to:

The Tiger’s Tooth Probe!

2024 NODA Honor Dentist: Byron C. Ganucheau, D.D.S.
by David J. Hildebrandt, D.D.S.

The New Orleans Dental 
Association Honors & Awards 

committee is pleased to announce 
the recipient of the 2024 Honor 
Dentist: Dr. Byron Ganucheau. Dr. 
Ganucheau will be presented with 
this award at the President’s Banquet 
on March 14 at the Southern Yacht 
Club.  A 1996 graduate of the LSU 
School of Dentistry, Byron is a 
past Chairman of the New Orleans 
Dental Conference / Louisiana 
Dental Association’s Annual 
Session and past President of the 
New Orleans Dental Association.

When asked about his career 
path, Dr. Ganucheau related that 
he had decided on his career choice 
after working in his father’s dental 
office. Byron worked in the lab 

during the summers. He was 23 
years old when he chose to pursue 
a career in Dentistry. 

Following, graduating from 
LSU School of Dentistry, Byron 
became involved in organized 
dentistry by attending the monthly 
General Membership meetings, 
which led to him taking on the 
Membership committee, then At-
Large Board member along with 
being a room monitor for the 
NODC/LDA Annual Session before 
becoming the Chairman of the 2018 
NODC/LDA Annual Session. After 
his term as NODC chairman, he 
became NODA President in 2020.

His commitment and 
volunteerism in dentistry and his 
community befit a recipient of 
the Honor Dentist award.  Byron’s 
professional affiliations include:
•	 American Dental Association 
•	 Louisiana Dental Association
•	 New Orleans Dental Association
•	 Fellow, International College of 

Dentistry
•	 Fellow, American College of 

Dentists
•	 Academy of General Dentistry
•	 Dental Lifeline Network

Dr. Raymond Unland, Jr. also 
influenced his participation in 
organized dentistry by asking him to 
join boards of various organizations.  
Byron states, “Friendships formed 

over the years and there are many 
colleagues that I have relied on 
for their opinions on different 
situations. My advice to recent and 
new graduates is GET INVOLVED!! 
The organization and its branches 
(NODE and NODC) are always 
looking for volunteers. Everyone 
has certain God given talents and 
opinions/ideas that can be utilized 
within the association. Personally, I 
found my niche was Public Relations 
Chair for the NODC/LDA Annual 
Session. You are never too old to 
be a part of organized dentistry. By 
participating, you can help shape 
the future of your chosen career. 
Dentistry is a wonderful career that 
will always be around regardless of 
being a general dentist or specialist.”

For relaxation, Byron enjoys 
working on cars, building and 
repairing things, being on the 
water, going to his home in Biloxi, 
and helping others.    

Dr. Ganucheau stated, “Being 
chosen as this year’s Honor Dentist 
is an award that I never thought I 
would receive. I am truly humbled to 
have been nominated by colleagues 
for this award.  To me, it means that 
various accomplishments while 
performing in various capacities 
were noticed by colleagues even 
though I like to ’fly under the radar’ 
and stay out of the spotlight.”
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February is here, bringing with it 
exciting events and updates for 

the New Orleans Dental Association. 
As we embrace the festive spirit 
of Mardi Gras, let’s also focus on 
the milestones and gatherings that 
define our community this season.

Children’s Dental Health 
Month is in full swing. Give Kids a 
Smile will take place on February 7th 
at the LSU School of Dentistry. Dr. 
Linda Cao will head this important 
event, which focuses on promoting 
oral health among children. This 
initiative is an excellent opportunity 

to raise awareness and inspire 
good dental habits in our youngest 
patients. Let’s all support Dr. Cao 
and the mission to create healthier 
smiles for the future.

Looking ahead to March, 
the President’s Installation Dinner 
will be held on March 14th at 
the Southern Yacht Club. This 
elegant evening will include the 
presentation of several awards, 
including the prestigious Honor 
Dentist Award, which will be given 
to Dr. Byron Ganucheau for his 
remarkable contributions to our 
field. Additional awards will honor 
the dedication and achievements of 
other outstanding colleagues. This 
event is a wonderful opportunity 
to celebrate together, so be sure to 
attend and show your support.

On March 19th, our next 
scientific meeting will feature Dr. 
Michael S. Block, DMD, who will 
present “Simplifying full arch cases 
– use of digital methods to plan 
and orchestrate efficient treatment 
with all of your referrals – with 
minimal chairside conversion.”  His 
lecture will focus on planning and 
orchestrating efficient treatment 
with referrals while minimizing 

chairside conversions. This session 
promises to provide valuable 
insights and techniques to enhance 
patient care. Mark your calendar for 
this important learning opportunity.

April brings the New Orleans 
Dental Conference and Louisiana 
Dental Association’s Annual 
Session, scheduled for April 10th 
and 11th, followed by the Louisiana 
Dental Association’s House of 
Delegates meeting on April 12th. 
Special thanks go to Dr. James 
Burns, the conference chairman, 
for his excellent leadership in 
organizing this event. We also 
extend our gratitude to all members 
who have volunteered to participate 
as delegates or alternate delegates. 
The caucus meeting for the 
delegates will be held on April 3rd 
at the NODA office.

As we move through this 
vibrant season, let’s take a moment 
to appreciate the passion and 
commitment that make our dental 
community so special. Have a fun 
and safe Mardi Gras, and we look 
forward to seeing you at these 
exciting events!

President’s Message . . . by Gregory P. Guerra, D.D.S. – NODA President
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Happy New Year! I hope this message finds you refreshed and reenergized after a joyful holiday season spent 
with loved ones. As we turn the page to a new year, I am both humbled and thrilled to step into the role of 
president of NODA. 
 
It is an honor to serve this organization, and I am deeply aware that I have big shoes to fill. The leaders who 
have come before me have left an indelible mark on NODA, shaping it into a vibrant community that fosters 
excellence in dentistry among its members. In particular, I would like to thank Dr. Linda Cao, our immediate 
past president, for her outstanding leadership and dedication. She did a remarkable job guiding NODA, and I 
am inspired to build on her incredible work. 
 
As we begin this exciting chapter, I want to share some important events that will bring us together as a 
community. I am pleased to invite you to the President's Installation Banquet, which will take place on Friday, 
March 14, at the Southern Yacht Club. This will be a special evening to celebrate the start of a new chapter for 
NODA, connect with colleagues, and reaffirm our shared goals as an association. 
 
We are also looking forward to hosting the New Orleans Dental Conference and Louisiana Dental Association’s 
Annual Session on April 10-12 at the Astor Crowne Plaza New Orleans. This premier event promises to be both 
engaging and educational, and I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Dr. James Burns, our Conference 
Chair, for his hard work in putting together such a wonderful Conference. His dedication and vision have 
ensured that this event will be a highlight of our year. 
 
Additionally, the LDA House of Delegates will convene on April 12. This is a vital meeting that helps shape the 
future of dentistry in Louisiana, and we need delegates to represent NODA. If you are interested in serving as a 
delegate, I urge you to reach out to the NODA office. Your voice and perspective are essential to our mission, 
and this is a fantastic opportunity to make a meaningful contribution. 
 
I am also eager to hear from you directly. If you have any input, ideas, or specific requests, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to me or the NODA office. Your feedback is invaluable as we strive to make our 
association stronger and more impactful. I am particularly passionate about engaging younger dentists and 
encouraging their active involvement in NODA. Fresh perspectives and new energy are crucial to our 
continued growth, and I hope to see more of our younger members participating in meetings, events, and 
leadership opportunities. 
 
On that note, I encourage everyone to attend NODA meetings and events throughout the year. These 
gatherings are a fantastic way to connect with colleagues and celebrate our vibrant dental community. Be sure 
to join us for events like our annual crawfish boil, which always promises great food, great company, and great 
fun! 
 
As we embark on this new year, I am committed to bringing fresh ideas and initiatives to NODA. My goal is to 
continue fostering a sense of connection and growth among our members while addressing the challenges 
and opportunities that lie ahead in our profession. Together, we can make meaningful strides to ensure a 
bright and successful future for NODA. 
 
Thank you for trusting me with this role. I look forward to working alongside each of you to make 2025 a 
productive and memorable year for NODA. Let’s embrace the opportunities ahead and make this a standout 
year for our association. 
 

NODA News is published every month with the exception of  
June and August. Deadline for ads and editorial material is the 10th  
ofthe month preceding publication. Ads and news should be sent to:  

info@nodental.org
NODA News is a publication of the New Orleans Dental Assn.,  

2121 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 153, Metairie, LA 70001.
Phone (504) 834-6449
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ADS LOVELACE AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 
(225) 927-8015 

LovelaceAndAssociates.com

Endorsed  by

Start your new year off right with  
ADS Lovelace and Associates

Free consultations for 
all LDA members

PRACTICES 
FOR SALE  

Alexandria • Baton Rouge 
Covington • Gretna 

Lafayette 
Orthodontic - Monroe 

Perio - Houma 
Lake Charles 

Metairie 
Morgan City 

Pineville 
Thibodaux

ASSOCIATE  
POSITIONS  

Carencro • Covington 
Lafayette • Lake Charles 

Shreveport 

View updated Listings 
and Associate Positions 

on our website!

All ADS companies are independently owned & operated.

Congratulations to Dr. Nicole Wascom and  
Dr Eduardo Menendez for transitioning their 
Abita Springs practice to Dr. William Grand

Congratulations to Dr. Mary Bielman  
for transitioning her Covington practice  

to Dr. Evan Riley

Malpractice
Cyber Liability 

Worker’s Compensation 

Personal Umbrella
Business Insurance

and more

Brown & Brown of Louisiana, LLC-Association Services Programs

KNOWLEDGE YOU CAN TRUST™ 

The LDA’s Endorsed Insurance Broker

Insurance Solutions to Smile About.

ASSOCIATION SERVICES PROGRAMS

Contact Stormy Blair at 888-503-5547 for more information
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Gregory P. Guerra, D.D.S. 
 

107th President of the New Orleans Dental Association 
 

Requests the Honor of Your Presence at the 
 

President’s Banquet 
Friday, March 14, 2025 

 
Southern Yacht Club 

 105 North Roadway Street | New Orleans, LA 70124 
 

Reception: 6:00pm – 6:30pm 
 

Dinner & Program: 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 

$80.00 per person 
  

RSVP by February 26, 2025  (Black Tie Optional) 
 
 

  
 



1982  	 Dr. F. Harold Wirth 
1983  	 Dr. Victor B. Marquer 
1984  	 Dr. Allen R. Copping 
1985  	 Dr. Meffre R. Matta 
1987  	 Dr. E. Harold Faget 
1988  	 Dr. Eugene J. Fortièr, Jr. 
1989  	 Dr. Edmund E. Jeansonne, Sr. 
1991  	 Dr. Robert H. Charbonnet 
1992  	 Dr. Vincent N. Liberto 
1993  	 Dr. Frank L. Herbert 
1994  	 Dr. F. Ralph Dauterive 
1995  	 Dr. John D. Shea 
1996  	 Dr. Louis G. Grush 
1997  	 Dr. Terence E. Walsh 
1998  	 Dr. Clay C. Hunley 
1999  	 Dr. R. Jack Cassingham 
2000  	 Dr. Edmond J. Ganucheau, Jr. 
2001  	 Dr. Milford L. Kathmann 
2002  	 Dr. O. William Reeder, Jr. 
2003  	 Dr. Anthony Miranda, Jr. 

2004  	 Dr. Peter L. Glaser 
2005  	 Dr. Kenneth G. Schott 
2006  	 Dr. Guy A. Ribando 
2007  	 Dr. Darlene T. Bassett 
2008  	 Dr. F. Thomas Giacona, Jr. 
2009 	 Dr. Glenn C. Dubroc, Jr. 
2010 	 Dr. Terry E. Fugetta 
2011 	 Dr. Donald R. Toso 
2012 	 Dr. Jamie M. Manders 
2013 	 Dr. Francis G. Martello 
2014 	 Dr. Randolph D. Green 
2015 	 Dr. Robert E. Barsley 
2016 	 Dr. Kristi M. Soileau 
2017 	 Dr. Mark S. Chaney 
2018 	 Dr. David J. Hildebrandt 
2019 	 Dr. Kevin J. Collins 
2020 	 Dr. Donald P. Bennett 
2021 	 Dr. Claudia A. Cavallino 
2022 	 Dr. Jeffry A. Leeson 
2023 	 Dr. Vincent L. DiLeo, Jr. 
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Pre-dental students Tran, Brown, Ha, and Le, who work in Dr. Kristi Soileau‘s office, meet to prepare 
for a blog for the NATIONAL DENTAL PBRN as it relates to the research they are assisting with for its 
PAAS Study. 

If you would like to perform basic research in your office,  
join the National Dental Practice Based Research Network at no charge!  
For more information, go to nationaldentalpbrn.org/become-a-member/. 

 

NODA Honor Dentist Awards
“In Recognition of Outstanding Contributions And 
Exemplary Conduct in the Profession of Dentistry”

Become a Member of the NDPBRN
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Creating Financial Legacies for Medical Professionals Since 1996
Author of The Resourceful Dentist: A Guide to Financial Success

4609 Bluebonnet Blvd., Ste. A | Baton Rouge, LA 70809 | 225.757.9484 | oliviergroup.com
Securities offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through CWM, LLC, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Cetera Advisor Networks LLC is under separate

ownership from any other named entity. Carson Partners, a division of CWM, LLC, is a nationwide partnership of advisors. CFP® and Certified finanCial PlannerTM are certification marks owned by Certified Financial Planner
Board of Standards Inc.

Chad Olivier 
CFP®, CEPA
CEO, Certified Financial Planner TM

Scan For Exclusive
Book Offer

For LDA Members
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POSITION NAME YEARS  TERM 
    
President Dr. Gregory Guerra 2025 1 year 
President-Elect Dr. Claudia Cavallino 2025 1 year 
1st Vice President Dr. Hillary Wright 2025 1 year 
2nd Vice President Dr. Zachary Tanenbaum 2025 1 year 
Treasurer Dr. David DeGenova 2024|2025 2 years 
Secretary Dr. Emily Eggart 2025|2026 2 years 
At-Large  Dr. Brant Schmidt 2023|2024|2025 3 years 
At-Large  Dr. Marc Fruithandler 2024|2025|2026 3 years 
At-Large  Dr. Robèrt Camenzuli 2025|2026|2027 3 years 
Director to LDA Dr. Jorge Rodriguez 2024/2025* 2 years 
Director to LDA Dr. Dr. Glenn Dubroc, Jr 2025|2026 2 years 
Immediate Past President Dr. Linda Cao 2025 1 year 
Alternate Director to LDA Dr. Kevin Collins 2025 1 year 
Alternate Director to LDA Dr. Gizelle Richard 2025 1 year 
Delegate to ADA Dr. Kristi Soileau 2023|2024|2025 3 years 
Delegate to ADA Dr. Mark Chaney 2024|2025|2026 3 years 
Alternate Delegate to ADA Dr. Vincent DiLeo, Jr. 2025 1 year 
Louisiana Dental Services Director Dr. Wendy Maes 2025 1 year 
Louisiana Dental Services Director Dr. Brant Schmidt 2025 1 year 

       * Dr. Jorge Rodriguez finishing 2nd year term of Dr. Claudia Cavallino (becoming President-Elect) 
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2025 BOARD OF GOVERNORS

WE WANT YOUR NEWS!!

Anyone knowing of any dentist who has made a significant 

contribution, gained an elective or appointive office, written an 

article, delivered a paper, or rendered unusual public service,  

please let us know! info@nodental.org
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Special Financing 
Options For 
Medical, Veterinary 
And Dental 
Professionals

Owner-occupied Commercial 
Real Estate (OOCRE) Financing
• Up to 100% LTV financing

• Competitive fixed-rate terms

• Flexible maturities up to
15 years available

Whether you’re financing new equipment, buying into 
a practice or establishing one of your own, we have 
just the right mix of financing solutions for your unique 
business needs. Talk to us today about how we can 
develop a customized plan to help you meet your 
financial goals and dreams.

05/18

A Hancock Whitney business/commercial checking account is required with this offer.

OOCRE financing program: Not available for refinance of existing Hancock Whitney Bank 
loans. Subject to annual relationship and financial statement review, as well as annual 
monitoring of certain covenants in loan agreement. “Owner-occupied” applies if the 
business member or affiliate occupies not less than 51% of the usable, net rentable 
space. Subject to origination fees and prepayment penalty. 

All loans and other financing options are subject to credit approval. Terms 
and conditions apply. Other terms and special rates may be available. Talk 
to your banker for details. Hancock Whitney Bank, Member FDIC. Terms 
and conditions apply. Equal Housing Lender. 

Equipment Financing
• Up to 100% financing including

software, service agreements,
installations, taxes and more

• Competitive fixed-rate terms

• Flexible maturities up
to 7 years available

Practice Buy-in Financing
• Up to 100% financing

• Competitive fixed-rate terms

• Flexible maturities up
to 7 years available

Patrick D McKenna
patrick.mckenna@hancockwhitney.com
504-352-3770
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Happy February my NODA 
Family. Soon it will be Mardi 

Gras season, and the parades will 
be rolling. I would like to ask 
everybody to be safe while enjoying 
our wonderful city. Being the son 
of a New Orleans Police Officer, 
while attending the parades, please 
let the officer nearest you know 
how much you appreciate the long 
hours they put in to protect the 
public during Mardi Gras. Also, 
by this time you have probably 
had your fill of King Cake. Which 
brings up the burning question of 
all New Orleanians. Is McKenzie’s 
King Cake really a king cake or is 
it just bread with coloured sugar on 
top? Second question being, how 
do you take a bite of it without all 
the sugar falling off the top? These 

are the questions that keep me up 
at night. OK, on to serious issues. 
As of February 1st, you have one 
month to sign up for our Conference 
before your registration rates will 
go up on March 1st. So, if you 
haven’t registered already, what are 
you waiting for. Come have a good 
time, while getting your Continuing 
Education. 

Our speakers highlighted for 
this month are two local speakers 
that are very entertaining presenters. 
First is Dr. Cyrous Ardalan. Dr. 
Ardalan attended Tufts University 

School of Dental Medicine and 
received his degree in 2007. He 
opened Crescent City Endodontics 
in 2018 and teaches part-time at the 
LSU School of Dentistry as a clinical 

instructor of Endodontics. He is also 
a Diplomat of the American Board 
of Endodontics. His courses will be 
“Dental Trauma, Best Practices” in 
the morning of Friday, April 11th. 
In the afternoon, his topic will be 
“Restorative Driven Endodontics”.  

 The second speaker is Dr. 
Marco Brindis. Dr. Brindis is a 
former professor and Chair of the 
Department of Prosthodontics at 
the LSU School of Dentistry. He 
currently maintains a Prosthodontic 
Restorative Practice devoted 
to aesthetics and implants with 
an interdisciplinary approach. 
He has lectured nationally and 
internationally and is a member 
of many organizations, such as, 
American Academy of Restorative 
Dentistry and Academy of 
Osseointegration. His presentation 
will be all day on Friday, April 11th. 
The title is “Minimally Invasive 
Dentistry is not a technique; It’s a 
Philosophy”. This talk should be 
very informative for your whole 
team.  

You Don’t Have to Go Far for Great Speakers
by James Burns, D.D.S. – NODC/LDA Annual Session Committee Chair

New Years Resolu-on: Register for NODC/LDA Annual Session 2025 
by James Burns, D.D.S. – NODC/LDA Annual Session Commi;ee Chair 

 

         Happy New Year my NODA family! Like a great person once said, “The new year stands before us, like a chapter in a book 
waiting to be written”. Let’s hope that your next chapter will be one of love and prosperity.  It wouldn’t be a true New Year’s 
article without a couple of predictions.  Of course, number one will be that Drew Brees becomes the Saints Head Coach and leads 
the team to its second Superbowl win. Second is that all the potholes and drainage pumps in New Orleans will be fixed by the end 
of the year. Lastly, the 2025 New Orleans Dental Conference & Louisiana Dental Association’s Annual Session will be the greatest 
dental meeting on record and the ADA makes a proclamation that our meeting is the greatest in all the land! It can happen. Ok, 
maybe not the first two, but the third is a possibility. 

     As we embark upon a new year for our Conference, we always must remember the history of our conference. Our Conference 
was started on October 24-27, 1948. The Chairman was Dr. Fred J. Wolfe, Sr. The first board consisted of 15 members with four Ex-
Officio Members. Since that \me, we’ve had many great people that have sacrificed their \me to make this such a na\onally 
respected conference. I think our forefathers would be proud of this Conference; in par\cularly the support over the years from 
our NODA and LDA membership. 

      We have two of our speakers in our speakers spotlight this month. First is Dr. Waleed Zaid. Dr. Zaid is an Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgeon. He specializes in Head and Neck Oncology and Microvascular Reconstruc\ve Surgery. Waleed is an Associate Professor in 
the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at Louisiana State University Health Science Center, where he is the Baton Rouge 
Site Director. Lastly, he is Chief of Den\stry and OMFS at Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center. He will be speaking on 
Thursday April 10th. His morning session will be “Updates on Oral Dysplasia and Oral Cancer”. In the acernoon, the session will be 
“Our Role in Managing ObstrucEve Sleep Apnea”. 

 
        Dr. Waleed Zaid 

     The second is Dr. Robin Ainsworth. She will also be speaking on Thursday April 10th. Dr. Ainsworth is a Forensic Consultant for 
the Pinellas County Medical Examiner’s Office.  She is also a U.S. Airforce/GC Civilian Na\onal Consultant for Forensic Den\stry. 
Lastly, but definitely not least, she is an Assistant Clinical Professor-Gra\s at Louisiana State University Health Science Center.  Her 
morning session will be “Forensic Science Overview (Dental IdenEficaEon in Mass Disaster)”. In the acernoon, her topic will be 
“Human Abuse/Neglect, Pa;ern Injury Analysis, Age Assessment”. 

 
    Dr. Robin Ainsworth 

     Rember registra\on in full swing and classes are going fast. So go to NODC.org and register now! Have a great day my NODA 
Family! 

"You Don't Have to Go Far for Great Speakers" 
by James Burns, D.D.S. – NODC/LDA Annual Session Commi;ee Chair 

 

Happy February my NODA Family. Soon it will be Mardi Gras season, and the parades will be rolling. I would like to ask 
everybody to be safe while enjoying our wonderful city. Being the son of a New Orleans Police Officer, while attending 
the parades, please let the officer nearest you know how much you appreciate the long hours they put in to protect the 
public during Mardi Gras. Also, by this time you have probably had your fill of King Cake. Which brings up the burning 
question of all New Orleanians. Is McKenzie’s King Cake really a king cake or is it just bread with coloured sugar on top? 
Second question being, how do you take a bite of it without all the sugar falling off the top? These are the questions 
that keep me up at night. OK, on to serious issues. As of February 1st, you have one month to sign up for our 
Conference before your registration rates will go up on March 1st. So, if you haven’t registered already, what are you 
waiting for. Come have a good time, while getting your Continuing Education.  

Our speakers highlighted for this month are two local speakers that are very entertaining presenters. First is Dr. Cyrous 
Ardalan. Dr. Ardalan attended Tufts University School of Dental Medicine and received his degree in 2007. He opened 
Crescent City Endodontics in 2018 and teaches part-time at the LSU School of Dentistry as a clinical instructor of 
Endodontics. He is also a Diplomat of the American Board of Endodontics. His courses will be “Dental Trauma, Best 
Practices” in the morning of Friday, April 11th. In the afternoon, his topic will be “Restorative Driven Endodontics”.   

 
Dr. Cyrous Ardalan 

The second speaker is Dr. Marco Brindis. Dr. Brindis is a former professor and Chair of the Department of 
Prosthodontics at the LSU School of Dentistry. He currently maintains a Prosthodontic Restorative Practice devoted to 
aesthetics and implants with an interdisciplinary approach. He has lectured nationally and internationally and is a 
member of many organizations, such as, American Academy of Restorative Dentistry and Academy of Osseointegration. 
His presentation will be all day on Friday, April 11th. The title is “Minimally Invasive Dentistry is not a technique; It’s a 
Philosophy”. This talk should be very informative for your whole team.   

 
Dr. Marco Brindis 

 

Dr. Cyrous Ardalan  
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question of all New Orleanians. Is McKenzie’s King Cake really a king cake or is it just bread with coloured sugar on top? 
Second question being, how do you take a bite of it without all the sugar falling off the top? These are the questions 
that keep me up at night. OK, on to serious issues. As of February 1st, you have one month to sign up for our 
Conference before your registration rates will go up on March 1st. So, if you haven’t registered already, what are you 
waiting for. Come have a good time, while getting your Continuing Education.  

Our speakers highlighted for this month are two local speakers that are very entertaining presenters. First is Dr. Cyrous 
Ardalan. Dr. Ardalan attended Tufts University School of Dental Medicine and received his degree in 2007. He opened 
Crescent City Endodontics in 2018 and teaches part-time at the LSU School of Dentistry as a clinical instructor of 
Endodontics. He is also a Diplomat of the American Board of Endodontics. His courses will be “Dental Trauma, Best 
Practices” in the morning of Friday, April 11th. In the afternoon, his topic will be “Restorative Driven Endodontics”.   

 
Dr. Cyrous Ardalan 

The second speaker is Dr. Marco Brindis. Dr. Brindis is a former professor and Chair of the Department of 
Prosthodontics at the LSU School of Dentistry. He currently maintains a Prosthodontic Restorative Practice devoted to 
aesthetics and implants with an interdisciplinary approach. He has lectured nationally and internationally and is a 
member of many organizations, such as, American Academy of Restorative Dentistry and Academy of Osseointegration. 
His presentation will be all day on Friday, April 11th. The title is “Minimally Invasive Dentistry is not a technique; It’s a 
Philosophy”. This talk should be very informative for your whole team.   

 
Dr. Marco Brindis 

 

Dr. Marco Brindis

TELL ‘EM YOU SAW IT IN NODA NEWS

When you patronize our advertisers  —and we hope you will—  

tell them you saw their ad in NODA News.

These loyal friends help defray the costs of this monthly 

publication. 
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Upcoming Scientific Program 
by Claudia A. Cavallino, D.D.S. - NODA Scientific Program Committee Chair 

 

DATE | LOCATION | TIME SPEAKER  | TOPIC | OBJECTIVES SPONSORS 
 

March 19, 2025 
 

The Ridgeway of Old Metairie 
2431 Metairie Road 
Metairie, LA 70001 
 
Check In/Dinner: Begin at 5:30pm 
 
Meeting: 6:00 pm – 8:30pm 
 
CE: 2.0 clinical hours 

Early Deadline: March 17, 2025  
 
Registration: Must register in   
                       advance for  
                       food guarantee 
 
Early Registration Fee (03-17-25) 
         Member        $20    
         Student         $20     
         Resident       $20    
         Applicant       $0    
         Dentist (non-NODA) $45.00 
         Hygienist       $45.00 
         Office staff    $45.00 
         Spouse         $45.00 
 
Late Registration Fee (03-19-25) 
         Member        $30      
         Student         $30  
         Resident       $30     
         Applicant       $0    
         Dentist (non-NODA) $55.00 
         Hygienist       $55.00 
         Office staff    $55.00 
         Spouse         $55.00 
 
Registration & Payment: 
Payment is required with 
registration, otherwise registration 
for the meeting is not guaranteed.  A 
25% administration fee will be 
applied to any refund request 
received after Monday, March 17th. 
If applicable, all no shows will be 
charged. All requests for refunds or 
cancellations must be received in 
writing no less than three days prior 
to the course. Refund requests will 
not be accepted after this deadline. 
Registration fees are for this 
meeting only.  

 
General Membership Meeting with Dinner & CE Lecture  

Speaker – Michael S. Block, D.M.D. 

Dr. Block graduated from the University of Rochester in 1975, attaining both a BA in 
Biology and a BS in Biomedical Engineering.  He completed his dental training at the 
Harvard School of Dental Medicine in 1979, receiving his D.M.D. cum laude in a special 
field.  He completed his residency program in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at the LSU 
School of Dentistry in 1983.  He remained at the LSU School of Dentistry and achieved 
the academic rank of Professor in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. 
Currently he is in private practice. Dr. Block is the editor-in-chief of five textbooks on 
dental implants, Endosseous Implants for Maxillofacial Reconstruction, Implants in 
Dentistry, Color Atlas of Dental Implant Surgery: the 4th edition was published in 2015.  
He is Past President of the Academy of Osseointegration, and has been program 
chairman for three of their annual programs.  Dr. Block has served on the American 
Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (AAOMS) Committee on Continuing 
Education as Chairman of the subcommittee on dental implants.   Dr. Block has been an 
examiner for the American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. He is a Section 
Editor on Dental Implants for the Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. Dr. Block is 
particularly interested in the translation of technology for efficient and predictable 
reconstruction of the jaw to provide ideal bone for implant placement and esthetic 
replacement of missing teeth, the use of multiple techniques and implants to reconstruct 
significant atrophic conditions, and interceptive strategies for rehabilitating extraction 
sites with implant restorations.   Hobbies and interests:  Golf, skiing, road cycling, 
nutrition, science fiction, computer technology. 

Topic - “Simplifying full arch cases – use of digital methods to plan and 
orchestrate efficient treatment with all of your referrals – with minimal chairside 
conversion” 
 
Full arch restorations can be intimidating for surgical and restoring dentists.  The goal 
should be to provide the patient with a long-term well-designed solution that avoids 
excessive steps and costs to obtain this result.  Time and cost efficiency is important to 
consider when deciding on how to actually treat the patient.  This presentation will outline 
the infrastructure requirements for the clinicians and demonstrate a relatively simple 
approach that can be used by all clinicians to efficiently provide full arch restorations for 
their patients with minimal chairside conversion. 
 
Learning objectives: During this lecture, participants will learn to: 

1)  Understand the Role of Digital Methods in Full Arch Restorations 
   Learn how to leverage digital tools for effective planning and execution of full arch 
    restoration cases, ensuring precise outcomes with minimal effort. 

2) Streamline Collaboration with Referrals 
Develop strategies to coordinate treatment efficiently with referrals, optimizing 
communication and workflow to achieve seamless full arch restorations. 

3) Implement Cost-Effective and Time-Efficient Treatment Protocols 
Explore practical approaches to minimize chairside conversion while maintaining 
high-quality results, reducing the overall time and costs associated with full arch 
restoration cases. 

 
Hancock Whitney 
Patrick McKenna 
Vice President Business Banker 
Phone:  504/586-3505 
Cell:      504/352-3770 
patrick.mckenna@hancockwhitney.com  
www.hancockwhitney.com  
 
 
New Orleans Dental Enterprises 
Dr. Kevin J. Collins 
Committee Chair 
504/834-6449 
collinskevinjdds@bellsouth.net  
www.nodental.org/preferred-providers  

Upcoming Scientific Program
by Claudia A. Cavallino, D.D .S. – NODC Scientific Program Committee Chair



ft office is available for purchase. 
Hygienists are responsible for 
30% of practice income as many 
services are referred out. 2023 
gross was $674,000 and projected 
net income after payments is 
over $200,000 from a purchaser 
production level of just $480,000.  
That’s 43% after all expenses and 
loan payments.  If you don’t mind 
a slower, easier, less stressful way 
of life, with a low overhead, be sure 
to look this opportunity over. For 
more information, contact Dr. Earl 
Douglas at earl@adssouth.com or 
770/664-1982.

GENERAL PRACTICE – NEW 
ORLEANS (#9526)
Gross Collections - $829,126, 6 
equipped operatories, 4,000 sq. ft. 
This well-established, but modern 
eleven year plus standing practice 
is located in western New Orleans. 
The practice is well-staffed 
and uses Dentrix management 
software. There were over 2,500 
patients seen in the past eighteen 
months and the practice sees 25 
new patients per month. The dentist 
is booked two and a half weeks in 
advance. The 4,000 sq. ft. office 
with six equipped ops and four 
more plumbed, but unequipped 
ops is available for purchase. This 
is an ideal base for merging more 
practices into this spacious office. 
Hygienists are responsible for 
23% of practice income as many 
services are referred out. Projected 
2024 gross is $800,000. For more 
information, contact Dr. Earl 
Douglas at 770/664-1982 or earl@
adssouth.com.

ADS South specializes in valuations 
and transitions for dentists. Learn 
how to protect your practice in case 
of death.  Call Dr. Earl Douglas at 
770/664-1982 or visit our website 
www.adssouth.com. Four Metairie 
practices and one North Shore 
practice sold. All sold for full price, 
cash at closing. If you’re thinking 
about selling, this a good time to 
call Dr. Earl Douglas 770/664-1982 
or earl@adssouth.com. If you do not 
have a Confidentiality Agreement 
with ADS South, please go to our 
website—www.adssouth.com. In 
the upper right-hand corner, you will 
see “Confidentiality Agreement”. 
Click on that.  Once filled in, you 
just click on Submit. 

GENERAL PRACTICE – 
WESTERN NEW ORLEANS 
AREA (#9498)
Gross collections $701,693, 3.5 
days a week, 3 operatories, 1,900 sq. 
ft. This well-established thirty year 
plus standing practice is located 
west of New Orleans within easy 
driving distance of New Orleans. 
The practice is well-staffed and 
uses Dentrix management software.  
There were over 2,300 patients seen 
in the past eighteen months and the 
practice sees 16 new patients per 
month.  The dentist is booked a week 
and a half in advance.  The 1,900 sq 

Bulletin Board

APPRAISALS, SALES, 
ASSOCIATESHIPS, 
PRE-RETIREMENT 

PLANNING 

UPHOLSTERY

Are your dental chairs looking 
shabby? Reupholstery could make 
a huge difference. Call me for a free 
estimate. Fast pick-up and delivery. 
James Melerine Upholstery. 
504/430-2307

Louisiana Dental Center is seeking 
General Dentists interested in 
working Saturdays at its locations 
throughout South Louisiana. If 
you’re interested in joining our team 
of professionals, please contact 
Terry Ernst at 985/893-2240 or 
ternst@LaDentalCenter.com.

SATURDAY GENERAL
DENTISTS

GENERAL DENTISTS
NEEDED

Whether you are a recent dental 
school graduate or an established 
practitioner interested in pursuing 
new opportunities, Louisiana 
Dental Center offers dentists the 
ability to perform in an autonomous 
and collegial atmosphere without 
the burden of managing a practice. 
With numerous modern facilities 
scattered across South Louisiana, 
our practice is in a unique position 
to offer flexible and convenient 
scheduling options. If you’re 
interested in joining our team of 
professionals, please contact Terry 
Ernst at 985/893-2240 or ternst@
LaDentalCenter.com.
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WE WANT YOUR NEWS!!
Anyone knowing of any dentist who has made a significant contribution, gained 
an elective or appointive office, written an article, delivered a paper, or rendered 

unusual public service, please let us know! info@nodental.org
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In order to provide economic 
relief to businesses and 
individuals during the 
Coronavirus pandemic, the 
CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security) Act 
was signed into law in March 
2020. This $370 billion stimulus 
packlage makes funding 
available to small companies, 
which can be used to allow 
certain employers who retain 
employees during the crisis, 
to claim a tax credit. This tax 
credit is known as the 
Employee Retention Credit 
(ERC).

GOVERNMENT TAX CREDITS

EMPLOYEE RETENTION CREDIT

The ERC allows eligible employers to claim a 
credit against 50% of wages paid per quar-
ter, up to $10,000 per employee annually, for 
wages paid between March 13, 2020 – 
December 31, 2020.  The maximum credit is 
$5,000 per employee.  In December of 2020, 
under the Covid-19 Relief Package, the ERC 
was extended from January 1, 2021 – 
September 30, 2021.  This extension allows 
eligible employers to claim a credit against 
70% of wages paid per quarter, up to $10,000 
per employee, with a maximum allowable 
credit of $26,000 per employee.

EMPLOYEE RETENTION CREDIT

WHICH BUSINESSES QUALIFY & HOW?

There are several ways that a business can 
qualify for ERC: 1) full or partial suspension of 
business operations as a result of 
government order or, 2) a significant decline 
in revenue compared to the same quarter in 
2019 or, 3) interrupted operations or, 4) supply 
chain interruptions or, 5) reduction in services 
or goods o�ered to your customers or, 
6) cut down in your hours of operations or,
7) di�iculty hiring employees and others.
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